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CHAIRMAN’S
REVIEW
Introduction
In 2017, Science Centre Singapore marked 40 years of inspiring 
the public and its partners in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM). The Centre organised a 
series of engaging and entertaining events throughout the year 
to celebrate this milestone. As we look back on the past 40 years, 
we also look towards the future: how the Centre can continue its 
mission and vision in the coming decades.

#SCSNEXT40
The #SCSNEXT40 hashtag first appeared in our 40th anniversary 
celebratory collaterals – from press releases to social media 
platforms, cataloguing the events, exhibitions and education 
programmes organised around our four decades of science that 
befriend and transform the minds of millions.

1. Ms Tan Yen Yen
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An array of activities marked this important milestone, with special 
events like Picnic Under the Planets receiving more than 6,000 
attendees to the 40-word Facebook Competition that welcomed 
guests – past and present – to pen fond memories they had of the 
Centre. The Centre also opened new exhibitions such as The Mind’s 
Eye and Professor Crackitt’s Light Fantastic mirror maze, which 
provided our main entrance with a much needed makeover. 

Each of these planned initiatives aimed to create E.P.I.C. 
(experiential, participatory, image-driven and connected) moments 
with our guests and their positive feedback spurred us further in our 
endeavours to curate inspiring experiences.

Indeed, the use of the hashtag served not only as a means of 
documenting the celebrations, but also as a symbol for the Centre 
to aspire towards the next 40 years: to be an organisation that stays 
relevant with the changing times and to continue to lead in the area 
of edutainment.

The Guest Experience
With a greater emphasis on tailored experiences for individuals, 
the Centre made efforts to understand guests who visited the 
exhibitions, attended the events and participated in the educational 
programmes. It was, and still is, of utmost importance that all 
visitors are treated as guests of the Centre, and as a host we 
ensured prompt and impeccable service, and help create memorable 
experiences. Crowd favourites include our live science shows such 
as the Cryogenic Science Show that featured energetic educators, 
captivating science topics and amazing performances garnering 
excellent reviews from young and old, as well as astronomy events, 
especially the Once in a Blue Moon, attracting both astronomy 

1

2

enthusiasts and the general public who wanted to get a glimpse of 
this rare total lunar eclipse.

The positive feedback gathered from these shows and events, 
provided the Centre with a better understanding about the type of 
content that resonates well with the audiences. Hence, we were 
able to tweak and improve our offerings to cater to their needs.

Young and Young at Heart
Continuing with its efforts to grow its audiences, new initiatives were 
introduced to attract tourists and young adults. Both audiences 
enjoy the edutainment elements of the Centre that in turn spurred 
SCS staff to innovate new ways to connect with these guests. 
Tapping on the growing culture to share experiences on social 
media platforms, many photo-taking opportunities were introduced 
to encourage our guests to share their experiences. 

Another new initiative was the After-Hours events to engage 
different spectrum of audiences, mainly the youth in this case. At 
the same time, the Centre also engaged seniors and recruited them 
as guides for the Dialogue with Time – Embrace Ageing exhibition. 
The senior guides have shown that age is just a number, especially 
with their tenacity towards life and lifelong learning.

Events and activities like these allowed the Centre to keep abreast 
with the evolving industry trends, spurring the Centre towards 
experimentation in science communication. In doing so, the Centre 
discovered alternative avenues to share with people the wonders 
and impact of science.

1. Science educators from Gallery 
Programmes conducting a science 
experiment at the Picnic Under the 
Planets event

2. A live band performing at Phobia 
Party, the first After-Hours event held 
in conjunction with the opening of the 
Phobia2 exhibition
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Mr Soh Gim Teik Mr Hian Goh Ms Shirley Wong

Ms Tan Yen Yen

BOARD
MEMBERS

Support & Appreciation
Four decades of success as an established name in informal science 
education would not have been possible without the support of 
our esteemed partners, distinguished sponsors and community of 
board members, staff and volunteers. They have in one way or other 
played a part in helping build and mould the Science Centre that we 
have today.

On this journey as we move into the next 40 years and beyond, I look 
forward to more inspiring moments with Science Centre Singapore.

Ms Tan Yen Yen
Chairman
Science Centre Board

1

1. A senior guide explaining the Yellow 
and Pink Rooms to students at the 
Dialogue with Time – Embrace Ageing 
exhibition
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Ms Tricia Huang
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Senior Director,
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1. A mother posing with her son at the 
Visual SG 2017 Light Field exhibition

HIGHLIGHTS & 
Awards

Highlights
Awards

HIGHLIGHTS
From competitions to celebrations, Science Centre Singapore 
organised numerous engaging activities for guests from all walks 
of life throughout the entire year. These events ranged from 
student-focused competitions to 40th Anniversary festivities that 
involved both partners and the public. Through the various learning 
experiences offered, the importance of STEM was reinforced.

Advocates of STE(A)M
While the Centre continues to do well and do good in STEM education 
and advocacy, more recently greater emphasis has been given to 
STEAM, which is the addition of arts (A) into the combination of 
subjects. As such, aside from familiar events like Tech Saturday, 
Tinkerama and Caltex Fuel Your School Tech Jam that provided 
opportunities for students to learn basic coding and engineering 
concepts, the Centre held events that incorporated arts into its 
STEM programming. 

1
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Visual SG is one good example where interactive and static 
artworks by both established and budding artists were 
showcased at the Centre. The PAssionArts Festival – ScienceArts 
as One exhibition is another example of a community art project 
organised by the seven Community Art and Culture Clubs (CACCs) 
from Jurong, Yuhua and Bukit Batok SMC, in collaboration with 
the People’s Association and Science Centre.

As it requires a different set of skills and competencies to 
understand STEAM, the Centre hopes to spur audiences to 
embrace holistic learning and an open-mindedness to the 
possibilities of science and arts complementing each other via 
its plethora of STEAM initiatives. 

An Overseas Connection
Globalisation has led to a rapid acquisition and consumption of 
information and knowledge, which means that news about the 
Centre and its endeavours can reach wider audiences. Inevitably, 
the Centre now plays host to a growing number of foreign 
delegations and participants, who visit the Centre to learn and 
compete with our best.

Take the inaugural Asia Drone Championship that happened in 
August 2017 for example – the event attracted several teams 
from countries like Brunei, Thailand and the Philippines to put 
their flying machines to the test. Malaysian and Indonesian 
journalists have also visited the Centre, as they were interested 
in sharing our latest exhibitions with their readers and viewers 
back home. The Centre also welcomed distinguished guests from 
science centres and ministries around the world, as their leaders 
recognised the Centre and its diverse achievements.

 Our Anniversary
The Centre embarked on its anniversary celebrations that included 
educational programmes such as the riveting Brain Fest and its 
escape room-themed tasks, the Good Old Days Family Picnic 
and Movie that saw more than 2,000 people enjoy an evening of 
activities, before culminating in the Charity Gala Dinner, which 
was graced by Mr Ng Chee Meng, the then Minister for Education 
(Schools) and keen supporter of the Centre’s efforts. In his presence, 
the Centre rolled out the new website design, staged a Spectacular 
Science Show that received rave reviews from the audience, and 
conducted a silent auction which helped raised more than $250,000 
for Community Chest’s beneficiaries. Each guest also received a 
souvenir magazine created to commemorate its 40th Anniversary. 
The magazine detailed various anniversary initiatives.

1. Speech by Mr Ng Chee Meng, then 
Minister for Education (Schools) & 
Second Minister for Transport at the 
Charity Gala Dinner

2. The Spectacular Science Show 
performed by Master Science 
Educators James Lim and Alfred Lim

2

1

16 Annual Report 17/18



AWARDS

Service to Education Award 2018
Awarded to Associate Professor Lim Tit Meng for service as 
School Advisory/Management Committee/Board Member
(A/Prof Lim was appointed Vice-Chairman of First Toa Payoh 
Primary School in 2017.)

by Ministry of Education

Public Sector Transformation Award 2018
Star Manager awarded to Lawrence Yeap
(Senior Manager, Creative Design, Facilities & Estate Management, 
Operations)

by Public Service Division

2017 MOE Innergy Awards (HQ)
Gold Award for DC Motor and AC Generator Visualization Kit
(A STaR Kit developed in collaboration with Academy of
Singapore Teachers.)

by Ministry of Education

2017 MOE Innergy Awards (Stat Board)
Bronze Award for The Tinkering Studio

by Ministry Of Education

National Day Award
Long Service Medal awarded to – 
Dr Savita Sharma
(Senior Manager, Life Sciences, Education Programmes)

Mr Nambirajan Kandaiah
(Technician, Life Sciences, Education Programmes)

Mr Wong Wei Kee
(Senior Technician, Facilities & Estate Management, Operations)

Efficiency Medal awarded to –
Mr Paari Perumal (Manager, Exhibit Maintenance, Exhibitions)

by Prime Minister Office

Mendaki Award
Awarded to Nabilah Binte Ithnin
(Science Educator, Life Sciences, Education Programmes)

by Yayasan Mendaki
 

Excellent Service Award (EXSA)
10 Star Awards, 10 Gold Awards and 21 Silver Awards to
Science Centre staff 

by Association of Singapore Attractions and SPRING Singapore

2017 Marketing Events Award
Silver Award for Best Event – Social Media for
Picnic Under the Planets 

by Marketing Magazine

2017 Media Publishers Association of
Singapore Awards
Education Project of the Year for the Asian Scientist Writing
Prize 2017 competition

by Media Publishers Association 

2018

2017
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Events,
Exhibitions &
Programmes

Timeline of Events
Exhibitions

Science Outreach & Competitions
STEM Inc

SSCG Pte Ltd

APRIL
Picnic Under the Planets
International Science Drama Competition 2017
The Tinkering Studio – MOU Signing with Imagin8ors
A*STAR Talent Search 2017
Tech Saturday

MAY
Tinkerama (Istana Open House)
Launch of the Chipsleys at Snow City
BrainFest 2017
Launch of Dino Robot Factory Exhibition
Tan Kah Kee Young Inventors’ Awards 2017
Children’s Season
Tinker Fest: Illusions

JUNE
Launch of The Mind’s Eye and Professor Crackitt’s Light Fantastic 
Exhibition

JULY
The Good Old Days Family Picnic and Movie
Asian Scientist Writing Prize 2017
KidsSTOP™ – MOU Signing with My First Skool
Media Preview for Singapore Science Festival 2017
Singapore Maker Extravaganza
Visual SG: Make Visual!
Science Buskers Festival 2017

2017

TIMELINE OF
EVENTS
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AUGUST
Sony Creative Science Awards 2017
Asia Drone Championship 2017
PAssionArts Festival 2017 – ScienceArts as One Exhibition

SEPTEMBER
National Robotics Competition
Launch of Digital Food Exhibition

OCTOBER
Caltex Fuel Your School Tech Jam
Snow City – Halloween in the Snow
Launch of Circus! Science Under The Big Top! Exhibition
Snow City – Oktoberfest in the Snow
Phobia2: The Science of Fear Exhibition

JANUARY
Singapore Robotic Games 2018
Google STEM Conference
Once in a Blue Moon – Total Lunar Eclipse

FEBRUARY
Gallery Programmes – DiscovHER

MARCH
Singapore Science and Engineering Fair 2018
The Bright Ideas Challenge 2018 
FOSSASIA 2018
Gallery Programmes – insπre

2018

PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS

EXHIBITIONS

The Mind’s Eye and 
Professor Crackitt’s Light 
Fantastic
The entrance gallery was revamped to feature enigmatic exhibits 
that show guests the joy of observation and reveal what we perceive 
may not always align with what we experience as the senses are 
tricked into believing otherwise.

Back by popular demand after 20 years, a new mirror maze was 
specially co-created by the Centre and Adrian Fisher Design Ltd, the 

1. Maternal Hands, a custom made 
optical illusion sculpture located at 
the entrance of the exhibition

1
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world’s leading creator of mirror mazes and a record holder of seven 
Guinness World Records. Professor Crackitt’s Light Fantastic is the 
largest mirror maze in Asia and features 105 mirror cells as well 
as numerous interactive exhibits designed to bring out the science 
elements of lights, colours and reflection set within a compelling 
storyline. Backed by the physics of lights, colours, and reflection, 
the new mirror maze also gave guests a chance to formulate an 
escape route that could be mired by reflections.
 

Phobia2:
The Science of Fear
Phobia2: The Science of Fear, the latest exhibition specially curated 
by the Centre, explores the topic of fear: from its historical and 
cultural significance, to the psychology and physiology of fear and 
how it affects our daily lives while generating a low level of anxiety 
throughout the unique experience. Its use of original pop-art 
designs and bespoke concepts aims to delight and impress guests 
of all ages.

Dialogue with Time – 
Embrace Ageing
A unique exhibition themed around the topic of ageing was launched 
on 10 November by Minister of Health Dr Gan Kim Yong. The Centre’s 
first fully-guided exhibition, 32 senior guides aged between 65 to 85 
years were specially recruited to lead this interactive experience.

1. A guest having a “screaming” good 
time at the Phobia2 exhibition

2. Professor Crackitt’s Light Fantastic 
mirror maze and its Instagram-able 
moments are a hit with youths

3. A senior guide having a dialogue 
with the guests in the yellow zone, 
which explores the limitations one 
experiences with age 

1

2 3
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The dialogue gets guests to start thinking about ageing which is a 
natural process that everyone goes through and how they can shape 
their own ageing journey. Insightful dialogues with the senior guides 
also help to debunk misconceptions and assumptions about ageing. 

More than 10,000 guests have visited the exhibition thus far. Of 
these, 4,000 guests have attended our guided tours. The exhibition 
was curated in partnership with Ministry of Health.

The Tinkering Studio
Creators-In-Residence Programme
The studio was proud to host the GEEK Festival in conjunction 
with Singapore Maker Extravaganza from 20 to 24 July 2017. This 
annual festival is a collaboration among artists, engineers, gamers 
and programmers from the United Kingdom that focuses on games 
as educational play.

Tinker Technique
This year, the Tinkering Studio started a series of Tinker Technique 
parent-child workshops that aim to inculcate lifelong skills in the 
next generation. The workshops explore specific STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) concepts and tool 
techniques, and is also a fun family bonding session.

Global Children’s Designathon
More than 400 children participated in the Global Children’s 
Designathon held on 11 November 2017. Representing Singapore, 
Tel Aviv, Nairobi, London, Amsterdam and Vancouver, these young 
participants went through the various stages of the designathon 
process. These included: inspire, research, ideate, sketch, prototype 
and present.

TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS

Dino Robot Factory
20 May – 27 Aug 2017

This travelling exhibition from Japan offered an interactive experience 
designed to promote an interest in engineering and robotics through 
the process of creating a robot dinosaur. The exhibits allowed 
children to pick up fundamental robotics and engineering concepts 
in a fun and engaging way, which was further augmented by hands-
on activities and workshops for public and schools.

Digital Food
20 Sep – 22 Nov 2017

Digital Food, a temporary exhibition specially curated for the Centre 
focused on a unique perspective and understanding of how our 
perception of flavour changes over time. The exhibition showcased 
how humans have been recreating flavours through synthetic 
and artificial means, as well as how digital technology could be 
integrated into our dining experiences in the future.

Circus! Science Under
the Big Top!
28 Oct 2017 – 18 Mar 2018

Themed around the timeless topic with a broad appeal, the Circus! 
exhibition invited guests to get a closer look at some of the most 
mind-boggling and death-defying circus acts. Guests satisfied their 
curiousity and were given opportunities to immerse themselves in 
the science behind some of these iconic circus performances.

1. SCB Chief Executive Assoc Prof Lim 
Tit Meng and Ms Mah Chin Keak, 
Vice President of Mediacorp VizPro 
International, at the evening launch of 
the Circus exhibition

1
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Above and Beyond:
The Ultimate Interactive 
Flight Exhibition
16 Dec 2017 – 8 Apr 2018

Launched on 16 December 2017, Above and Beyond celebrated 
the power of innovation to make dreams take flight. This travelling 
aerospace exhibition produced by Evergreen Exhibitions and 
presented by Boeing and the Centre featured immersive simulations, 
interactive design challenges, iconic historical touchstones, 
visionary concepts for the future and inspiring stories from game-
changing innovators, past and present.  

SCIENCE
OUTREACH & 
COMPETITIONS
Science Buskers Festival 
2017 
The Science Buskers Festival is an annual event jointly organised by 
A*STAR and the Centre, with support from the Ministry of Education 
(MOE). The festival encourages the development of an individual’s 
communication skills through expressions of science in creative 
manners, specifically a “show-and-tell” on any science topic. In 
2017, more than 430 participants, or 167 teams, from primary, 
secondary, tertiary and working adults, took part in this festival to 
showcase their science communication skills through busking.

1

1

1. Assoc Prof Lim demonstrating the Full 
Throttle flight simulation exhibit as 
Ralph L. “Skip” Boyce, Vice President, 
Boeing International and President, 
Boeing Southeast Asia looks on

1. Assoc Prof Lim, Mr Jolyon Caplin, 
Chairman of the Science Busker 
Festival Advisory Committee and 
Prof Sow Chorng Haur of National 
University of Singapore posing with 
some of the buskers on the final day 
of the Festival
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Singapore Science
Festival 2017
Jointly organised by A*STAR and the Centre, the Singapore Science 
Festival (SSF) is the largest annual science event in Singapore that 
celebrates the dynamism of science, engineering, technology and 
biomedicine.

Every year the festival adopts a new focus and in 2017, the theme was 
“Future Health”, showcasing how Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) can be applied in our daily lives. From 20 
July to 19 August 2017, more than 35 events, seminars and shows 
were organised to engage the youths, adults and families. Close to 
90,000 people participated in  various activities under the SSF 2017.

A*STAR Talent
Search 2017 
Out of the 608 applicants, 78 students qualified for the shortlisting 
round, of which eight outstanding finalists emerged. After a round 
of gruelling interviews with a panel of seven esteemed judges from 
A*STAR, the Centre, NTU, NUS and SUTD, the results were announced 
at the A*TS & SSEF Awards Presentation Ceremony on 28 April 2017. 
Rachel Qing Pang from Raffles Girls’ School (Secondary) clinched the 
first prize, while Clement Wong and Teddy Ong – both from NUS High 
School of Maths and Science – won second and third prize respectively.

National Science 
Challenge 2017
Over the past 13 years, more than 150 secondary schools have 
participated in the National Science Challenge (NSC), a televised 
science quiz series developed by A*STAR and the Science Centre to 
spark an interest in science among students as well as members of 
the public, and to create fun and exciting learning opportunities for 
both participants and the audience. In NSC 2017, a total of 42 teams 
vied for the ultimate championship over a course of six episodes. 

Sony Creative Science 
Award 2017  
The Sony Creative Science Award (SCSA) is an annual toy 
competition initiated in 1998. Jointly organised by the Sony Group 
of Companies in Singapore and the Centre with the support of MOE, 
the competition provides students an opportunity to learn about 
science beyond the classrooms, in a fun and enjoyable way through 
making toys.
Over the past 20 years, nearly 63,000 toys have been submitted 
by around 75,000 students (individuals and two-member teams). 
2017 marked the competition’s 20th anniversary and in celebration, 
SCSA sent six winning teams to the Sony headquarters in Japan for 
a five-day educational trip.

1. Children trying out 3D printing at one 
of the Maker Faire 2017 booths

2. Assoc Prof Lim and then Minister for 
Education (Schools) Mr Ng Chee Meng 
interacting with some of the SCSA 
2017 winners

1

2
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National Science 
Experiment 2017
Launched in 2015, the National Science Experiment (NSE) is a 
large-scale experiment that involves students exploring ubiquitous 
sensing using the SENSg device and understanding how vital 
environmental and lifestyle information can be derived using big 
data technologies. 

In 2017, 92 teams from 45 schools took part in the Big Data 
Challenge that encouraged participants to come up with innovative 
insights and applications based on the ready data collected during 
the NSE trial period. The finals took place at Singapore University 
of Technology and Design and the awards ceremony was graced by 
Minister for Communications and Information, Dr Yaacob Ibrahim.

Nanyang Girls’ High School reclaimed the first place for the 
Secondary category, while the Singapore Polytechnic team won 
first place in the Post-Secondary Category.

National Robotics 
Competition 2017
National Robotics Competition (NRC), previously known as National 
Junior Robotics Competition (NJRC) from 1999 to 2016, is an annual 
event organised by the Centre and supported by MOE and various 
partners. In the past 18 years, the competition attracted more than 
50,000 participants and 230,000 supporters.

Since the revamp in 2017, the competition is now a series of four 
competitions, namely the WeDo 2.0 Junior Challenge, Science 
Automatica, World Robot Olympiad Challenges and Robot Arm 
Challenges. The revamp of NRC was an effort by the organising 
committee to refresh the competition and maintain its relevance 
in an ever-evolving educational and technological landscape. The 
revamp also allowed the competition to reach out to more students 
with a wider range of interests and skills. 

A total of 586 teams participated in NRC 2017, with more than 1,700 
students vying for top honours. Winners from the WRO categories 
had the opportunity to represent Singapore at the prestigious World 
Robot Olympiad (WRO) that was held in San Jose, Costa Rica, from 
10 to 12 November.

Singapore Science & 
Engineering Fair 2018
320 teams made up of upper secondary and junior college 
students showcased their outstanding research work at the annual 
Singapore Science and Engineering Fair (SSEF). 20 teams from 
the Junior Scientists category, where participants aged 15 and 
below, also presented their research at the fair. The participants 
and their projects were judged by close to 500 judges from various 
institutions, agencies and organisations. 

123 teams were awarded either a Gold, Silver, Bronze or Merit 
award. In addition, five organisations known for championing 
STEM-related careers sponsored and awarded SSEF Special 
Awards to five SSEF winners in this 18th edition of the competition. 
These organisations were IChemE, Institute of Engineers, Singapore 
Society for Microbiology and Biotechnology, Singapore Association 
for the Advancement of Science and Yale-NUS College. Winners 
were selected based on their student project reports or interviews 
on SSEF Judging Day.

Two teams and four individual students went on to represent 
Singapore in the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair 
(Intel ISEF) held in May 2018 in the USA., held May 2018 in the USA. 
A winner from the Junior Scientist category represented Singapore 
in the Broadcomm Masters delegation at the Intel ISEF as well.

Singapore Amazing Flying 
Machine Competition 2018
Jointly organised by DSO National Laboratories and the Science 
Centre, the Singapore Amazing Flying Machine Competition      
(SAFMC) is an annual event where students from primary, secondary 
and tertiary schools compete at national and international levels. The 
competition is an educational platform comprising five challenging 
categories where youth and aviation enthusiasts design and build 
innovative flying machines.

SAFMC 2018 was held from 29 March to 6 April and drew local and 
international participation, with a record high 1,628 participants and 
430 teams. In celebration of the competition’s tenth anniversary, 
SAFMC 2018 introduced new sub-categories such as ‘Paper 
Wonders’ in Category A – Paper Plane Challenge, ‘Longest Time 
Aloft’ in Category B – Unpowered Planes Challenge, and ‘First 
Person View (FPV) in the Category C2 – FPV Challenge. SAFMC will 
continue to inspire young minds and nurture youth in the fields of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.
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STEM Inc
In the past three years, STEM Inc reached out to 68 secondary 
schools through its STEM Applied Learning Programme (ALP). The 
STEM Industrial Partnership Programme (IPP) has also benefitted 
close to 2,500 students and teachers, with a total of 86 activities 
organised last year. 

This year, STEM Inc boosted its efforts by organising two  showcases 
in January and September for schools to learn about the 48 newly 
developed Applied Learning projects. The school-based Teacher 
Training workshops also received strong take-ups. In addition, a 
Digital Fabrication Space (DFS) was set up to drive STEM innovation 
and creativity, encourage technopreneurship, and serve as a lifelong 
learning and training space for teachers to develop useful skills. 

To promote the application of STEM skills and real-world problem 
solving, STEM Inc continued to collaborate with industry and 
educational partners to organise competitions and special 

programmes. The National Science Experiment (NSE) Big Data 
Challenge 2017 was one such competition: Teams had to design their 
own experiment, collect data with the help of fellow schoolmates 
using the SENSg devices, perform data analytics, and then draw 
conclusions that aid in public policy formation in Singapore. 

Likewise, the Bright Ideas Challenge 2017 sponsored by Shell 
Singapore attracted 261 students from 70 teams and 33 schools. 
Greenview Secondary School won the first prize with their idea of 
converting food scraps to energy through anaerobic digestion in a 
treatment facility.

Other programmes that STEM Inc worked on include Infineon 
Technologies’ Chips@School engagement programme and STEM’in 
with Google. As an effort to inspire females to consider STEM 
careers, STEM Inc arranged for 180 female students to visit the 
Google office in June and November. The students also participated 
in a panel discussion with female Google engineers, followed by a 
card game-based programming workshop.

1. Then Minister for Education (Schools), Mr Ng Chee Meng, posing with The 
Bright Ideas Challenge 2017 winning team, Greenview Secondary School (Team 
Changemakers) 

2. A STEM educator explaining the new Applied Learning Project - Autonomous 
Drone  to teachers at the Continued Support showcase event

1 2
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SINGAPORE
SCIENCE CENTRE
GLOBAL (SSCG)
Science Centre Holdings Pte Ltd, the commercial arm of the Centre, 
was renamed to Singapore Science Centre Global Pte Ltd (SSCG) 
in November 2017. A new Board of Directors was constituted to 
provide strategic direction for the company.

In January 2018, SSCG collaborated with Marshall Cavendish 
Education Hong Kong on the STEM Thematic Programme, a series 
of STEM resources for primary and secondary students. The 
programme was first launched in Hong Kong, then in Singapore on 
29 January 2018 during the inaugural Google STEM Conference. 
The programme and other SSCG products were marketed to China 
and countries in ASEAN, which led to more franchise and licensing 
roadshow opportunities in the region.

With Singapore’s reputation in science education, SSCG successfully 
welcomed and hosted many student groups from the Asia Pacific 
through its Science Experiential Learning Journey, an intensive 
STEM programme where students have at least two days of hands-
on workshops on science topics such as DNA and Kitchen Science.

With the support of IMDA and Singtel, as many as 75,000 “I am a 
Young IT Whiz” cards were distributed to primary schools. The card 
content was refreshed to include new topics on digital and media 
literacy so as to better educate young users on the safe use of 
technology.

SSCG also co-developed a specially designed teaching resource kit 
known as the DC Motor and AC Generator Visualization Kit which 
bagged the MOE Innergy (Headquarters) Gold Award 2017. 

1. Participants at the Science 
Experiential Learning Journey 
workshop 

2. Children making jam in a Kitchen 
Science workshop, part of the Science 
Experiential Learning Journey 
programme 

1

2
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GROUP OF
Attractions

KidsSTOP™
Snow City

Omni-Theatre
Butterflies Up-Close

KidsSTOPTM continued to enjoy strong support from guests clocking 
more than 170,000 visitors. The attraction has been successful in 
establishing a loyal following for its school programmes as well 
as its signature holiday workshops. In addition, regular ground 
activities such as PlayMaking and Tinkering sessions enthralled 
and engaged the attendees.

On 10 July 2017, KidsSTOPTM signed a three-year Memorandum of 
Understanding with My First Skool at 51 Fernvale Link, the largest 
childcare centre managed by NTUC First Campus. The partnership 
aimed to increase knowledge and confidence in delivering 
science-related content and enabled preschool teachers to work 

1. Then Minister for Social and Family 
Development, Mr Tan Chuan-Jin and 
Dr Lam Pin Min, MP for Sengkang 
West at the opening of the new My 
First Skool centre in Fernvale

1
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Snow City participated in the International Association of 
Amusement Parks and Attractions (IAAPA) Asian Attractions Expo 
that was held at the Marina Bay Sands Expo and Convention Centre 
in June 2017. The attraction showcased its expertise as Singapore’s 
first permanent indoor snow centre and offered a unique mobile 
snow experience to potential partners.

SNOW CITY

with KidsSTOPTM science educators to co-create STEM-based 
activities for their students. On-site learning at KidsSTOPTM also 
complemented the programmes taught at the childcare centre. The 
synergy would also benefit children from AWWA Early Intervention 
Centre who share learning resources and participate in STEM-
related events within the same compound.

Another new event was the Show You Can! competition. Themed 
“Happy, Healthy Me,” the event offered pre-schoolers a platform to 
showcase their talents by combining science and drama, allowing 
them to creatively demonstrate their understanding of leading a 
happy and healthy lifestyle. Prizes for the event were sponsored by 
Cerebos Pacific Limited.

In September, KidsSTOPTM organised a Family Fun Race in 
conjunction with the Centre’s 40th anniversary celebrations. 57 
parent-child teams participated in the race competing to complete 
the maximum number of tasks in the shortest time. Ms Low Yen 
Ling, Mayor for South West CDC, graced the event and flagged off 
the morning race. 

In November 2017, KidsSTOPTM held its first convocation ceremony 
for “graduates” of the KidsSTOPTM Academy Programme. This 
programme was designed to ignite an interest in science among 
young children by combining creative drama and hands-on activities 
to impart knowledge. PhD recipient Brenden Neo represented this 
cohort and gave a light hearted speech about his learning journey.

1. Parent-child teams working together to complete tasks at the Family Fun Race

2. Preschoolers performing at the Show You Can! competition

1. Snow City mascots (from left to right)
Koko the Fox, Ila the Husky, and Nooka 
the Polar Bear meet and greet the 
audience at the Snow Fun House

1 2

This included the Snow Fun House, a mobile snow chamber that 
was launched in 2016. Snow City also partnered with Changi Airport 
to bring the attraction to Terminal 3 offering guests an authentic 
winter experience in the tropics. Close to 12,000 guests from 
Singapore and other countries enjoyed winter activities such as 
sledding on the snow luge and taking photos with the snow-themed 
displays. Following the success, a similar experience was created 
with the Snow Fun House at Parkway Parade in December 2017 that 
welcomed 8,500 guests. 

More recently, Snow City launched an outdoor camping programme 
for students and youths to provide outdoor learning opportunities. 
Participants experienced the sub-zero temperature to understand 
life in a cold climate. This outdoor camping programme included 
team-building activities, outdoor cooking, and other activities 
for participants to pick up necessary survival skills and build up 
resilience in adverse climates. 
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Live butterflies at Singapore’s first indoor butterfly sanctuary 
attracted more than 68,000 guests in its second year of operation. 
The exhibition brought nature science to life and delighted young 
and old alike. The experience was enriching as guests learnt about 
various species of butterflies, including the Common Birdwing, 
Malay Lacewing and Common Rose. In addition, precious memories 
were created for young children who celebrated their birthdays in 
the themed function room.   

BUTTERFLIES
UP-CLOSE

The Omni-Theatre continued to enthral guests as Southeast Asia’s 
first 8K 3D digital dome theatre. The movies screened in FY 2017 
were One World One Sky, Back to the Moon for Good, Dinosaurs at 
Dusk, Mysteries of the Unseen World, Robots and Aurora: Lights of 
Wonder. Guests enjoyed mesmerising footages of the celestial light 
show captured at Yellowknife, Canada in 4K resolution. The theatre 
also screened Natural Selection 3D and held live planetarium 
shows presented by a science educator who delivered immersive 
educational experiences with shows such as Exploring New Worlds, 
Asteroids and a seasonal highlight, Secrets of the Christmas Star.

OMNI-THEATRE

1. Guests fascinated by a time lapse 
video of the metamorphosis process

1. Live planetarium shows, conducted by 
a Science Educator, offer an experiential 
journey to the edge of Space

1

1
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Community
& partners

Volunteer Programme
List of Sponsors

Sponsorship Fund
Distinguished Guests

Sub-Board Committees
Project Committees

This FY, a total of 242 volunteers from all walks of life joined the 
Centre in befriending guests through floor engagement and activity 
interaction for an enhanced experience. 

VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAMME

On weekday afternoons, volunteers from the Retired & Senior 
Volunteer Programme (RSVP) roam the galleries, challenging guests 
to a series of engaging puzzles that they have to solve. These 18 
RSVP volunteers contributed a total of 1,826 hours of volunteering 
services.

Student volunteers were more active over the weekends and 
conducted simple science experiments at various activity booths for 
a small audience and accumulated a total of of 7,986 volunteering 
hours at the Centre.

Volunteers at the Observatory also contributed to the Centre, 
dedicating a total of 602 hours of volunteer services in assisting 
with the Stargazing sessions on Fridays, as well as the Solar 
Observations during the year-end holidays.

1. Group photo of some of the RSVP 
volunteers
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The Centre continued to build on its relationships with existing 
partners for the volunteer programme, working with volunteers from 
Nanyang Technological University (NTU) Hall of Residence 7 and 
Singapore Polytechnic Library Club for Mindfest 2017 and Young 
Learners’ Festival 2017 respectively. Students from School of the 
Arts Singapore (SOTA) also educated our guests on the importance 
of practising good eye habits through showcases in the galleries. 

The Centre also welcomed volunteers from new organisations. We 
had undergraduates from James Cook University who volunteered 
as timekeepers and station masters during the KidsSTOP™ Family 
Fun Race in September 2017.

Science Centre has greatly benefitted from the efforts of all our 
volunteers. Moving ahead, we look forward to collaborating with 
more people to share and inspire through science.

1. Abbott Laboratories (Singapore) Pte Ltd
2. Agency for Science, Technology & Research
3. Applied Materials South East Asia Pte Ltd
4. Asia Pacific Centre of Management Education
5. Autodesk Asia Pte Ltd
6. Bloomberg L.P.
7. Chevron Singapore Pte Ltd
8. Cerebos Pacific Limited
9. Cognizant Technology Solutions Asia Pacific Pte Ltd
10. Dassault Systemes Singapore Pte. Ltd.
11. Defence Science & Technology Agency
12. DSO National Laboratories
13. Earth Observatory of Singapore
14. Education Development Center, Inc
15. Health Promotion Board
16. Info-communications Media Development Authority
17. MapleBear International Schoolhouse Pte Ltd
18. Media Literacy Council
19. Ministry of Health
20. National Heritage Board Museum Roundtable
21. National Research Foundation
22. People’s Association
23. Pilot Pen (S) Pte Ltd
24. Shell Eastern Petroleum Pte Ltd
25. Singapore Totalisator Board
26. Singapore Technologies Endowment Programme
27. Singapore Telecommunications Ltd
28. Singapore University of Technology & Design
29. SkillsFuture Singapore
30. Sony Electronics Asia Pacific Pte Ltd

LIST OF
SPONSORS

1. Student volunteers working with children on a Young Learners Festival activity
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Science Centre Board 
Sponsorship Fund 
Programmes & Activities
The principal activities of the Science Centre Board
Sponsorship Fund are to:

• Promote interest, learning and creativity in science and
  technology through imaginative and enjoyable experience
  and contribute to the nation’s development of its human 
  resource;

• Conduct supplementary science classes, lectures,
  demonstrations and workshops to complement the school 
  syllabi;

• Produce and publish scientific literature in the form of
  magazines and guidebooks;

• Organise activities and programmes for general and targeted
  audiences so as to bring science closer to the people; and

• Screen planetarium programmes and OMNIMAX films to
  students and general public, using state-of-the-art audio-
  visual projection systems. 

SPONSORSHIP 
FUND

Board Members
Ms Tan Yen Yen
Mr Soh Gim Teik 
Mr Hian Goh 
Ms Shirley Wong 
Mr Bruce Poh 
Ms Cherie Nursalim
Mr Chandran Nair
Mr Cheong Chee Hoo
Mr Zaqy Mohamad
Mr Lim Eng Hwee
Ms Melissa Ow
Mr Sin Kim Ho
Mr Chew Kwee San
Ms Tricia Huang
Mr Howie Lau 
Ms Leonie Lee

Chairman:
Members:

Assoc Prof Lim Tit Meng

Mrs Anne Dhanaraj

Mr Daniel Tan

Mrs Veronica Heng

Chief Executive:

Senior Director,
Education Programmes:

Senior Director,
Projects & Exhibitions:

Quality Service Manager:

Key Executive
Management 
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The Science Centre Board has implemented a conflict of interest 
policy that covers both the Board members and the staff. The 
document procedures require the Board members and staff to 
make a declaration of potential or actual conflicts of interest at 
the start of their term of office or at the start of their employment 
of service respectively. Thereafter, Board members are required 
to provide updates whenever there are changes to the original 
declaration, while staff are required to make such declarations 
annually.

Reserves policy is not applicable as funds received are used for 
their intended purposes. 

Conflict of
Interest Policy

DISTINGUISHED 
GUESTS

MAY
Delegation from Petrosains, The Discovery Centre
MOU Signing with Science Centre Singapore

JUNE
Delegation from Tianjin Science and Technology Museum
Learning Trip – Exhibitions and Science Communication

JULY
Dr Vivian Balakrishnan
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Maker Faire Singapore 2017

Delegation from Ministry of Energy, Thailand (Thailand Energy 
Technology for Environment Research Centre (ETERC)) and Chiang 
Mai University 
Learning Trip – Energy Innovation Programme and Events

AUGUST
Delegation from Gwacheon National Science Museum
Learning Trip – Exchange on Science Centres

Dato’ Sri Michael Manyin anak Jawong
Sarawak Minister for Education, Science and Technological 
Research and his delegation
Learning Trip – STEM Education

2017

50 Annual Report 17/18 51Annual Report 17/18



Ms Grace Fu
Minister for Culture, Community and Youth
PAssionArts Festival 2017 – Science Art as One

Mr Ng Chee Meng
Minister for Education (Schools) & Second Minister for Transport
Sony Creative Science Award 2017

NOVEMBER
Dr Gan Kim Yong
Minister for Health
Launch of Dialogue with Time – Embrace Ageing exhibition

SUB-BOARD
COMMITTEE

Chairman:
Members:                                                                    

Chairman:
Members:                                                                    

Ms Tan Yen Yen
Mr Soh Gim Teik
Mr Hian Goh
Ms Shirley Wong
Mr Lim Eng Hwee
Mr Sin Kim Ho
Mr Chandran Nair

Mr Soh Gim Teik
Mr Bruce Poh
Mr Sin Kim Ho 
Ms Tricia Huang
Ms Leonie Lee 

Executive Committee

Audit Committee
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Chairman:
Members:                                                                    

Chairman:
Members:                                                                    

Ms Shirley Wong
Ms Melissa Ow 
Mr Lim Eng Hwee 
Mr Chew Kwee San                                                               
Mr Chandran Nair
Ms Cherie Nursalim
Mr Howie Lau

Mr Hian Goh
Mr Chew Kwee San
Mr Zaqy Mohamad
Ms Cherie Nursalim
Mr Cheong Chee Hoo
Mr Howie Lau

Advancement Committee

Finance & Investment 
Committee

1. A*STAR Talent Search 2017 Awards Committee

2. Energy Innovation Challenge 2017 Organising Committee

3. National Science Challenge 2017 Review, Working & Science
    Content Committees

4. SAYES 2017 Executive Committee

5. Science Buskers Festival 2017 Advisory Committee

6. Singapore Science & Engineering Fair 2017 Working 
Committee 

7. Singapore Science Festival 2017 Steering and Working 
Committees

8. Sony Creative Science Award 2017 Organising Committee

PROJECT
COMMITTEE
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